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UPCOMING EVENTS
SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) ACT (American College Test): This year you will be expected to take either the SAT or ACT.  It is strongly recommended that you take courses to prepare you for these exams.  Registration Packets are available in the Counseling Office.  You can also register online at: www.collegeboard.org (SAT) and www.act.org (ACT). The collegeboard website provides SAT “questions of the day” every day for students. Please be sure to include our school code (112-745) on your registration form, so that Campbell High School will get a copy of your scores. The SAT/ACT flyer is attached.   

The Redesigned SAT Assessment: The College Board launched “Daily Practice for the New SAT” – a free app that allow students to “scan and score” a paper PSAT/NMSQT or SAT practice test with their mobile device and receive instant score feedback and connect to practice resources. There is a 1 minute video on their site that showcases this new PSAT/ SAT practice app. The new cost (March-June) for the redesigned SAT. The ACT fee is $39.50 no writing & $56.50 plus writing. 

Test Waivers: If you are on free or reduced lunch, you are eligible to receive 2 SAT test waivers and 2 ACT test waivers.  As a senior, you will also receive college application fee waivers and your NCAA (National Collegiate Athletic Association) application fee will be waived.  Waivers cannot be used during the Regular and late registration periods.  Please see your counselor for forms and more information.

Campbell High School is partnering with Applerouth Test Prep to provide three ACT and SAT prep opportunities this spring. Click on the link by each description to view the schedule, price, and to sign up. All classes will be taught at CHS. 
ACT prep (full class starts Jan. 30; 2 mock exams and 8 classroom sessions): https://www.applerouth.com/signup/?groupid=2426
ACT “Boot Camp” for April 9 test (starts March 5; 2 mock exams and 2 classroom sessions): https://www.applerouth.com/signup/?groupid=2484
New SAT “Boot Camp” for May 7 test (starts April 9; 2 mock exams and 2 classroom sessions): https://www.applerouth.com/signup/?groupid=2485
For Hundreds of free practice test across 95 plus subjects: Students can practice for SAT, ACT, AP subjects and more. Visit: www.varsitytutors.com/practice-tests

ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery) The ASVAB will be given on Thursday, March 17, 2016 from 8:30-11:30 in the Campbell High School Theater. The test is open to all sophomores, juniors and seniors. The registration deadline is March 16th. Sign up in the counseling department.  The ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery) Career Exploration. This exam is required if you are planning to enter one of the branches of the military.  The ASVAB is a comprehensive career exploration and planning program that includes a multiple aptitude test battery, an interest inventory, and various career planning tools designed to help students explore the world of work.  Study guides can be found at:  www.military.com/ASVAB or www.asvabprogram.com.  
Move On When Ready: The Dual –credit programs have been combined into one program entitled Move on When Ready, in which high school students may earn high school course credits while taking college courses. Georgia’s Move on When Ready dual-credit program is available to any Georgia Student in grades 9-12 enrolled in a public school, private school, or home-study environment. Under the new Move on When Ready dual-credit program; the tuition, mandatory fees, book fees, and non-course fees are waived. For more information, consult your counselor and visit www.gsfc.org/  
GAcollege411.org Offers many tools that will assist students in planning for college.  Information on careers standardized testing, HOPE scholarship, colleges, and saving/paying for college.  Students can also apply to Georgia colleges, apply for scholarships, and send transcripts to colleges.  It offers many tools that will assist students in planning for college. Information on careers standardized testing, HOPE scholarship, colleges, and saving/paying for college.  Students can also apply to Georgia colleges, apply for scholarships, and send transcripts to colleges.  If you have not done so already, go to gacollege411.org and click create an account.
NCAA (National Collegiate Athletic Association) If you wish to participate in NCAA Division I or II athletics, you need to be certified by the NCAA Eligibility Center.  You need to qualify academically and you need to be cleared as an amateur student-athlete.  Registration should be done at: www.ncaaclearinghouse.net the beginning of your junior year.  A copy of your transcript must also be sent.  Transcript release forms that must be signed by parents are available in the school counseling office. During your senior year, you will need to log back in to the NCAA clearinghouse website to update any new information and to request your final amateurism certification.  Please see Mrs. Jackson if you have any questions.   
College and Career Fair at CHS: The Counseling Department is hosting a Spring College and Career Fair in the Wills Gym. It will be held on Wednesday, April 13 from 8:30-11:30.  There will be local businesses from Cobb County and colleges here to talk about career and post-secondary opportunities that are available for CHS students. 
The NACAC (National Association for College Admission Counseling)is hosting a College Fair. It will be held at the Georgia International Convention Center on Sunday, March 13: 12:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. For more information and a list of colleges in attendance email collegefairs@nacacnet.org or info@nacacnet.org or call: 703/299-6855.

Fall Open House Dates for Georgia Southern University are on February 6th, and April 2nd. Large-Scale, Small-feel: From big-time events and hundreds of student organizations to small class sizes and caring professors, you’ll find that Georgia Southern University offers all of the opportunities of a large university with the personal attention of a smaller college. For more information please visit: georgiasouthern.edu/admission
Admissions Event: Reinhardt University Visitation Days are on January 23rd, March 19th,  and April 8th of 2016. To register, visit www.reinhardt.edu 
Career Center Visits: Our career center consultant, Mrs. Sinclair is available on Monday and Wednesday. You can explore information on 4-year, 2-year, technical colleges, all military branches, and various careers.  Students are encouraged to visit the career center to explore all resources that are available. To visit the career center, fill out an appointment request form and put it in the Career Center box in the school counseling department.

Career Cruising: Career Cruising is a program that is available to all students at Campbell High School.  This program is designed to provide information on hundreds of careers. It also includes an interest inventory survey that will help you find careers that match your interests to access Career Cruising, go to www.careercruising.com and enter your unique user name and password that was provided to you by your counselor.  If you need this information, please sign up to see your counselor.

College/Career/Scholarship Websites:
		
www.collegeprep101.com					www.scholarshipexperts.com
www.collegeanswerguy.com					www.gacollege411.org
www.fastweb.com						www.schoolsoup.com
www.collegenet.com						www.collegesavings.org
www.collegeboard.org					www.collegeprowler.com


Surviving Your College Search: If those words make you instantly nervous, you're not alone. Many students feel overwhelmed at the beginning of their college search. After all, you'll be making perhaps the biggest decision of your life so far. No pressure there!  To make your college search a little less intimidating, here are some strategies for getting started and a preview of what to expect. 

Soul Survivor—most students assume that the college search begins with a guidebook, a Web site search, or attending a college fair.  But the best place to begin is with you.  “The very first I encourage [students] to do is to ‘soul search’ sit down and make a list of all the things they know about themselves”, says a representative from Westmont College (CA).  Start with the obvious:  What do you like to do? What do you hate to do?  What subjects (academic or not) make you sit up and take notice?  What totally bores you?  What are you good (or not-so-good) at?  For example, you might love to write poetry and play soccer, but history bores you or you’re not that great at baseball.   There’s nothing you like to do better than to discuss politics, but you zone out when the conversation turns to music or computers.
Once you have a list of your basic interests and abilities, start thinking about more complicated issues.  How do you learn best, by listening, discussing, reading, doing?  Do you enjoy being part of a large group, or do smaller groups suit you better?  Do you seek out diversity among your friends, or would you rather hang out with people that are very similar to you?  Are you more comfortable in the city or in a rural or suburban environment?  Do you want to stick close to home or move far away?  Is there a particular geographical area you’re most interested in?  You can probably think of other questions to consider, or ask your school counselor for more help.
Jot down short answers to these and other questions, then “translate” your answers into things you’d like to see in a college.  For example, that soccer-playing, poetry-writing, history-hating student above would probably want a college with a good English program and an opportunity to play varsity or intramural soccer.  (Even if this student has a major other than English in mind, he or she might want to take a few poetry or writing classes as electives.)  Similarly, if you love lively discussions, you should probably look for a college that encourages that kind of classroom discussion.

Winning the “I Don’t Know” Challenge—Ok, some people seem to know what they want before you even ask them.  You probably have a friend or two who seemed destined from birth to major in engineering or political science.  But the rest of us probably can’t figure out whether we’re more comfortable in a city or a small town.  The city is so exciting, but a small town is so friendly.  They both have their charms and drawbacks.  If this sounds like you, forget all those questions for a moment and try something a little different. Test your imagination.  Close your eyes and envision your ideal college.  Think about walking around campus.  What do you see?  Now you’re sitting in your favorite class.  What does the classroom look like?  What are you and your classmates doing?  What is the professor doing or saying? Pretend it’s Saturday on campus.  What are you and your friends doing?  Where are you spending your weekend?  What’s coming up that evening?
While you have that picture in your mind, write down all of the details you can.  Describe the college as accurately as possible.  When you’re finished, read through your description.

“Usually, the characteristics found in the ideal college serve as a good starting point for the college search,” says the director of admission at Oberlin College (OH).  If the first picture that came to mind was strolling down the paths of a quiet campus, surrounded by trees, you should probably consider colleges that are in small towns or rural areas.  On the other hand, if you envisioned walking down a city sidewalk on your way to your high-rise dorm, a more urban campus may be more for you. Of course, there are plenty of colleges in between those two extremes, which is why the following strategy can also be helpful.  You must sort through your options.  “Corral all those college view-books [you’ve] gotten in the mail and acquire three cardboard cartons,” says a post-high school counselor at Roosevelt High School (HI).  If you haven’t received anything from a college that you’re interested in, visit the Web site and request a brochure.  “A little at a time, skim the view-books, look at the pictures, try to get a feel for each school, and make one of the following decisions:  OH YES, NO WAY and ?”  Put the view-book in the carton labeled with that decision. 
When you’re done, bring the “no’s” to the counseling office so that the materials can be made available to your classmates.  Go through the “?” box one more time, trying to sort into “yes” and “no.”  Then, on your own or with the help of your parents, go through the “yes” box.  What do the “yes” colleges have in common? “This is a way to start developing the concept of ‘what are you looking for’ that is so crucial to the search and selection process.”  In addition, the view-books can give students a better feel for what things like ”urban” or “rural” might look like.

Going Fishing—Once you have some idea of what you’re looking for, it’s time to do some fishing for colleges that have characteristics you seek.

To Do List for the month of January

· Find out which exams—such as the SAT I, SAT II, and ACT - are required by the colleges to which you plan to apply.

· Register and begin studying for the SAT and ACT exams.

· Sign up with fastweb.com. You will be able to see what scholarships are available to you this year.

· Think about goals for post-secondary plans.

· Make an appointment to use the career center.

· Complete the career inventory on Career Cruising.

· Begin to make a preliminary list of colleges you would like to investigate further.

· Surf the internet and use college resources in the career center.
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